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WISIONS Initiative 
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www.wisions.net 
 

Website: www.wisions.net 

Brochures Scientific 
publications 

Information & Knowledge  
sharing Tools 

News Blog & Newsletter 

Regional partnerships and 
networks  

Promoting South-South knowledge 
exchange for promising technology 
in one region 

Support Tools 

Supports sustainable, innovative 
and feasible energy projects 

  SEPS – Sustainable Energy  
Project Support 

!   WISIONS started in 2004 promoting the introduction of sustainable energy solutions 

!   Main objective of WISIONS is to make clean energy a default solution for basic energy needs in 
developing regions, by helping local partners to identify successes and bring them to scale 
through regional networks, marketing and demonstration. 
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Since 2004 over 105 projects and exchanges have been 
supported by the SEPS scheme   
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The projects cover a broad range of 
energy applications in different contexts 
and are located in over 40 countries. 
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Small-Scale 
Energy 

Projects 

Positive 
Impacts 

Impact	  pathways	  

Sustainable 
Development 

(SDGs) 

Impact	  pathways	  

Impact Evaluation 
From aid effectiveness to development effectiveness 
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Evaluation Approach 
Theory-based Evaluation 

!   From (quasi) experimental to theory-based evaluations 
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!   From individual project evaluations to systematic assessments 
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Evaluation sample 
Evaluation was designed as a semi-structured in-depth survey 
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Evaluation sample 52 
renewable energy 
projects 

Cluster of 
potential 
evaluation 
candidates 
consisted of 
projects from the 
WISIONS 
project cycles 
in the period 
between 2004 
and 2010 

Very good overall 
response rate resulting in 
an evaluation sample of 
30 projects 

Response	  

63%	  

No	  response	  
37%	  

Evaluation Response rate 

6% 

23% 

19% 

26% 

13% 

10% 

Cross-sectional evaluation 
sample in terms of renewable 
technologies, human needs and 
geographical regions 

Efficiency 

Hydro Power 

Solar Thermal 

Solar PV 

Biogas 

Gasification 

Technology 
distribution within 
evaluation sample  
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Impact Evaluation 
Evidence on mid-term sustainability 

Fully 
functioning 

70% 

Not functioning 
13% 

Partly 
functioning 

17% 

Project Status 2015 !   Very good results compared to 
evaluations of other large-scale 
development agencies 
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Impact Evaluation 
Evidence on environmental benefits  

Unsustainable	  
energy	  sources	  
replaced	  

Reduced	  GHG	  
emissions	  

!  Quantification of actual amounts not 
possible without  detailed field study. 

!   But results support the assumption that 
additional amounts of GHG emissions 
could be avoided and further unsustainable 
energy sources were replaced.  
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Impact Evaluation 
Dissemination of sustainable energy technology  
 

Replication in project area  

Yes 
77% 

No 
23% 

Replication outside project area  

Yes 
54% 

No 
42% 
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Impact Evaluation 
Dissemination of sustainable energy technology  
 

Supported development of institutional 
frameworks & policies 

Yes 
50% No 

38% 

n/a 
12% 

Increased Awareness 

Yes 
73% 

No 
15% 

n/a 
12% 
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Impact Evaluation 
Role of Networks   
 

!  Networks enable 
knowledge exchange    

!  Networks can give 
practitioners a voice in the 
energy (access) debate 

!  Networks can support the 
dissemination of 
sustainable energy 
technologies 
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Lessons learned 
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!  Decentralised and small-scale energy solutions are often implemented 
and promoted by non-state actors  

!  Decentralized and small-scale solutions play an important role to 
avoid carbon-intensive development pathways  

!   They can help to pave the way for renewable energy development in 
developing countries 

!  Quantification of their environmental benefits remains difficult 

!  Networks can help to give practitioners a voice in the energy 
discussion  



Thank	  you	  very	  much	  for	  your	  aAenBon	  !	  	  
	  

For further information please visit 
our websites: 
 

www.wisions.net 
www.wupperinst.org 


